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Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-1979, British Documentary
Sources, Editor A.L.P. Burdett, vol 8, 1930-1939, Memorandum, dated: 11th August 1930,
the acting high commissioner with Ja'far Pasha, Jmil Madfa’l and Jamal Baban arrived the
gth August 1930.

Records of the Kurds Territory, Revolt and Nationalism 1831-1979, British Documentary
Sources, Editor A.L.P. Burdett, vol 8, 1930-1939, Memorandum, dated: 11th August 1930,
copy of secret D. O. No. S. 45c dated 11.08.1930 from G. C. Kitchiing Esq., O. B. E,
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Abstract
The intellectual and political role of Mulla Abubakir Effendi

1863-1942

Mulla Abubakir Effendi was born in 1863 from a wealthy religious family
of Erbil. The period in which he was born, was distinguished for a set of
significant changes taking place in the region. For instance, sectarian
competition between Iranian and Ottoman Empires on the region, Iranian
missionaries who tried to convince tribal people to follow them and practice
Shi‘a doctrine in the Mosul province. As a result, Ottomans supported Sunnite
Mullahs and schools in the region, among them Mullah Effendi and his
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religious school Ahmadia in Erbil in order to prevent the spread of Shi‘ism.
Furthermore, he played a significant role in reconciling Kurdish tribal rivals.
Therefore, the Ottoman Empire awarded (the Wisam Prize) in 1908. Due to the
fact that one of his wives was infected with Tuberculosis (TB), he moved to a
village named (Badawa) where was located about 3 km to the east of Erbil.
During the First World War, Erbil was safe and under the control of the
Ottoman Empire.

On the 10" of December 1918, the British Army controlled Erbil without
facing any resistence, and the remnants of the Ottoman troops left Erbil. Mulla
Abubakir Effendi played a significant role both in convincing the people of Erbil
to accept British occupation and protect Christians of Erbil from any retaliation.
In this phase, he became a great leader in Erbil and the whole region to solve
problems among rival tribes and the British officials who stayed in Erbil or
visited the town. Furthermore, he had an important role to persuade people of
Erbil to vote in the favor of imposing first king of Iraq (Faisal Hussein 1921-
1933) in a superficial Referendum in August 1921 and annexing Southern
Kurdistan to Iraqi Monarchy. He continued in teaching at the religious school
named Ahmadia in Erbil and reconciling among rival tribes until he passed
away 1942.

Key Words: Badawa Palace, Ahmadiya religious school, English
Occupation, Iraqi King's family, tribal issues.
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