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Abstract

Clarifying Meaning through Linguistic and Non-Linguistic Clues

The present study discusses the role of the linguistic and non-linguistic clues in clarifying meaning. The research
analyses the role of clues by using a semantic approach in the Kurdish language, giving ample examples in this sense.
The significance of this study is that it touches upon those linguistic forms that either covertly or overtly disclose
and clarify hidden meanings and remove any ambiguity therein. Clues are linguistic signs or forms that, through
the linguistically expressed utterances clarify the meaning and thus support as well as prove the implied meaning of
the expressed utterance. The objective of this study is to shed light on the role of clues in clarifying meaning. The
hypothesis of the study is that every linguistic utterance carries with it clarifying clues: whether linguistic or non-
linguistic. The study comprises an introduction, two sections, and a conclusion. Section one studies the linguistic
clues and clarifies the semantic role; it is sub-divided into the following: semantic relationships; definition; summary;
linguistic savings; model (instance); description; illustration; and punctuation. Section two analyses the non-linguistic
clues and clarifies the pragmatic role; it is sub-divided into the following: physical signs; natural signs; phonetic signs;
social signs; and psychological signs. The study closes with a list of references. Abstracts in both Arabic and Kurdish

languages are also provided.





